Community Cohesion Policy

Kirkby Thore School

We believe our school has a key part to play in promoting community cohesion through our approach to:-

· Teaching and learning: teaching pupils to understand others, promoting discussion and debate about common values and diversity

· Equity and excellence: removing barriers to access and participation, offering equal opportunities to all pupils to success at the highest level possible

· Engagement and ethos: providing opportunities for children, young people and their families to interact with others from different backgrounds

We promote community cohesion in a range of ways, these include:

· Visits from the local vicar, parish council and rotary club

· Charity events e.g. Red Nose Day, Samaritans Purse, Aquabox, Children in Need, Poppy Day

· Encouraging the pupils’ voice through the School Council

· Community lunch held in school fortnightly

· Promoting engagement with parents through; parents’ evenings, curriculum evenings, celebration assemblies, community events, signposting of families to parent and child events in the Children’s Centre, family learning, school website 

· Strong links are fostered and encouraged, enabling multi-agency working between the school and other local agencies, such as the police, social care, health, MAST and Barnardos

· LA and school admission arrangements promote community cohesion and social equality

· Promotion of extended services within our school, e.g. after school club

With other schools these include:

· Sporting fixtures (friendlies and competitive)

· Video conferencing with other schools and museums

· Collaborative working on cluster projects with other local schools enabling us to share good practice and offer pupils the opportunity to meet and learn from other young people from different backgrounds 

· Good transition arrangements with local comprehensive
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